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Reviewed by Jennifer Clark Lane
The collection of articles in Th e Book of Mormon: 3 Neph i 930. This Is My Gospel serves as another witness of the richness and
depth of the Book of Mormon account of the Savior's ministry in
the Americas. Like the previous volumes from annual Book of
Mormon sy mposia held at Brigham Young University, this
collection contains a variety of faithful interpretations of and
insights into the Book of Mormon. Most of the authors explore
the complexity of Christ's message, focu sing on such topics as
mi ssionary trainin g, Exodus typology, the command to be perfect
as a command to have charity, repentance, prayer, the Twelve,
covenant, ministering, and coming unto Christ.
Of course the power and excitement of scriptural stud ies is
that even while one analysis can provide a new insight to sp iritual
truths, it cannot begin to encompass or explain the entirety of the
tex t. Each of the arguments in thi s collection provides an
interesting, and sometimes cruc ial, insight into the message of
Christ in the Americas, but none precludes the in sights of another.
This is why the scriptures are always the source and why writings
about the scriptures must always justify themselves by giving us an
increased ability to return to the source more able to read and
understand.
These articles justify themselves with varying degrees of
success. Some of the most powerful manage both a close reading
of the text combined with insight as to how thi s can make a
difference in our li ves. As Robert L. Millet comments in his
article, "Th is is My Gospel," "some things simpl y matter more
than others. Some topics of discussion, eve n intellectually

NYMAN, T ATE, THIS IS MY GOSPEL (LANE)

135

stimu latin g ones, mu st take a back seat to more fundamental
verities" (p. II ). In his article he does not attempt to break new
ground, bu t by focus ing on the doctrine of Christ as taught in 3
Nephi he presents a powerfu l discussion of what the Book of
Mormon is all about. Alt hough many of the articles are more
textually oriented and present more original analyses of the text,
this is the artic le that I would send to a friend with whom I wanted
to share a vision of what the Book of Mormon is intended to
teach .
The gospe l is the glad tidings concernin g the infinite and
eterna l ato ning sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Chri st. The
Atonement is central. It is the hub of the wheel; all other
matters are spokes at best. The good news is that we can be
changed, be converted. become different people in and
through Christ. The good news is that we can come to
perceive an ent irely new realm of reality, a realm unknown
to the world at large. It is a new life, a new life in Chri st.
(p. 22)

Millet persuasively demonstrates how this good news of Christ's
atonement is central to 3 Nephi.
One of the most ori gi nal an d insightful papers in th e
collection draws it s strength from a careful rhetorical analysis.
Neal E. Lambert's "The Symbo lic Unity of Chri st's Ministry in 3
Nephi" exami nes the symbols and reality of Christ's body and
his invi tat ion to come to him in a way that connects the expression
of the message to what the message means for us. Lambert's
carefu l literary analysis reveals connect ions between the Nephites'
experience of tOUCh ing and being healed by the resurrected Christ
and his establishment of the sacrament. This analysis and insight
make the too-oft en abstracted invitation to "come unto Christ"
take new life. By looking at both what is said and how it is said,
Lambert avoid s the trap of reducing the events to simple doctrinal
or historical statements. He notes Chri st's repetition of the words
feel and see in hi s in vitati on to the people. "C learl y the
implication of this repetition is that this experie nce is not exclusive
to the first encoun ter" (p. 204), but instead is an invitation to the
whole world. He argues that experience beyond mere intellect is
connected to the estab lishment of the sacrament,
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it would seem that the Savior intended in feel and see the
notion that, at least fo r those who are prepared, imbedded
in the sacramental experie nce are the means of sensi ng
and know ing, of fee li ng and seeing almost exactl y Ihe
same as th ose physical means of knowi ng with which the
Neph ite fai th ful were first pri vileged earl ier that day.
Indeed the central focus and the grand pattern of 3 Nephi
is the testament that Christ Jives and that we can come unto
hi m. (p. 205)
This analysis extends th e sa me in vitati on to each of us to
participate in a sav ing and heal ing relationship with Christ.
Another outstandi ng article that draws its strength and insights
from a thorough textual analysis is S. Kent Brown's "Moses and
Jesus: The Old Adorns the New." He carefu lly demonstrates how
Christ repeatedly referred to Moses to exp lain his own mission.
This analys is of C hrist's words and actions in li ght of Moses and
the redemption of Israel from Egypt adds meaning to both the
Old Testamen t account and Christ's role as Redeeme r. Part icu larly
interestin g is his deve lopmen t of the para lle ls between the
Israe lites' bondage and redemption and th at redem ption which
Christ prov ides fro m sin . Here Brown offers a detailed analys is of
th e need fo r the ident ification of a n agent of redemption,
apply in g the ancient Near Easte rn eleme nts to both Moses
speaking before Pharaoh and C hrist speaking to the Nephi tes.
Th is comparison adds strength and mean in g to Christ's message
of redemption.
If, the n, Jesus was the envoy or representative who came in
his own name and in that of the Father and if his purpose
was to rescue his people fro m bot h Satan and their ow n
sinful state what, we mi ght as k, d id he bring as hi s
credentials? We need not look far. He bore the proofs of
hi s rescue mission in his own body. (p. 97)
He further discusses Christ's use of the phrase "I AM" in light of
Moses at the burn ing bus h a nd the Gos pel of Joh n's " I am"
say in gs, prov iding furt her insight into the role and importance of
C hrist's self- identifi cation.
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Two other articles that offer distinctive new interpretations are
Robert A. Cloward's "The Savior's Missionary Training Sermon
in 3 Nephi" and Joseph Fielding McConkie's "The Doctrine of a
Covenant People," They both provide fresh in sig ht s, but
sometimes in the attempt to establish their own reading over
familiar interpretations they risk offeri ng an exclusive
interpretation. Readers will be interested to read and consider the
claims for themselves.
Cloward argues that the teachings in the Sermon in Bountiful
"stand apart in their missionary training purpose from the
remainder of Jesus ' personal ministry among the Nephites and
Lamanites" (p. 134). This is an impressive effort to defend the
unity and practicality of the Beatitudes, but the attempt to find a
sin gle explanation someti mes seems too sing le ~ minded . It may
very well be that thi s message was directed at the Twelve and
others pre paring to be missionaries, but does this mean that the
message applied only to missionaries, as Cloward argues?
"Seek ye first the kin gdom of God" (v 33), though often
quoted out of context to apply to everyone, is actually
counsel directed only to those involved in full~time
ministry. Jesus promised his Twelve that their needs would
be met if they would build his kingdom as their first
priority. For the rest of us, whose ministry is only part~
time, we must indeed take thought for our physical
upkeep and not expect that God or others will take care of
all our needs. (p. 133)
Of course the responsibility to support oneself is not
applicable to full~time missionaries and the Twelve, but does that
mean that the rest of us do not need to seek first the kingdom of
God, trusting that God will add unto us what we need? President
Benson has recently renewed this promise, say ing, "When we put
God first, all other things fall into their proper place or drop out
of our lives."1 Efforts to narrow scriptural meanings in order to
defend against misinterpretation often cause the loss of less
concrete dimensions of the commandments.
I Eua Taft Benson, "The Great Commandment-Love the Lord." Ensign 18
(May 1988): 4.
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Another c hallenging interpretatio n is provided by Joseph
Fieldi ng McConkie in "The Doctrine of a Covenan t People ."
This article stresses the vitality of the principle of covenants to
both 3 Nephi and the gospel. Covenant is very important to

Chri st's appearance and teach ings. and McCo nkie offers
important insights. In addition, he offers an interpretation that is
both intri guing and possibly problematic. McConkie suggests that

"w hat we have traditi onally supposed to be the ordinance of
sacrament" (p. 172) in 3 Nephi 18 and 20 is instead a covenant
meal like that wh ich the elders of lsrael ate with the Lord on Me
Si nai (Exodus 24: II ). Thi s is a ri ch and im po rtant suggestion.
Clearly "something more is taking place" (p. I72), but to suggest
that Christ was not also establishing the sacrament at this point is
to igno re his explanation that this was a mode l for further use:
"And this shall ye always observe to do, even as I have done. even
as I have broken bread and blessed it and g iven it unto you" (3
Nephi 18:6).
Indeed, to all of the authors ' credit. the articles in Ihis vol ume
are primaril y centered on what Christ did and taught. Even with a
collection of sixteen papers. there are, of course, severa l sect ions
of 3 Nephi 9-30 that receive less attention . The two last chapters.
Mormon's prophecies and warnings. were basically ignored ; had
they been connected with the precedin g text , they could give an
interestin g in sight into the message of the sect ion as a whole.
Another section that may seem less vital, but that could have been
profitably di scussed in more depth, is the c itation of Malac hi and
Isaiah. While these are not new tex ts, their inclusion in thi s section
is sign ificant and promising for further study.
These c ursory eva luat ions o nl y touch on the rich vari ety of
insights found in The Book of Morm on: 3 Nephi 9- 30, This Is My
Gospel. The six tee n au tho rs offer a wide assortme nt of
observations, reflecting different backgrounds and perspecti ves .
Although they may not all agree with eac h other, or we mig ht not
agree wit h them a ll , it is encouraging to know that Christ's
teachings in the Americas are receivin g a thoughtful evaluati on.

